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There is no better way to start off 2022 than to saddle up and take a ride 
through the snow and take in the start of a fresh new year on horseback.  
Every New Year’s, it has been my New Year’s resolution, to start off with a 
ride. Whether it’s snowing, windy, or a warm sunny day, I saddle up to ride 
somewhere. Back in 2006 is when I started this new tradition with my horse 
Mutt. Along with our new tradition, it has started our 15 year horseback  
journey together through good times and bad. With that being said, I hope 
everyone had a safe and happy holiday.  

We do have a few big things going on this year, can’t wait. We’ve got the new  
corrals going in over in the Big Horns this spring and our first Tack Swap Meet 
in March being held at the Homesteader Hall. Exciting events!!!!! 

This upcoming year, I have no doubt that we can continue to strive together,  
maintain our trails and enjoy what Wyoming back country has to offer.  
This year will surely out do 2021 by a long shot.  

Kandy 
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Secretary’s report by Judi Blymyer…    

The November, 2021 meeting of the SBCH was called to order by Vice President Kandy Christian at 7:00 pm after 
a yummy ‘Harvest’ type of potluck dinner.  

PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES: 
Deb Black made a motion to accept the minutes as written.   MSP 

TREASURER'S REPORT: 
Kathi Gimmeson made a motion to accept the Treasure's report as written.  MSP   

Linda Putney requested the following bills for reimbursement:  Howard Sanders, $50 for meeting room rental and 
Kathi G., $81.54 for Newsletter materials and printing.  Deb B. made a motion to pay these bills.  MSP  

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Watch Dog:  Mike was unable to hear the discussion on the SNF's Travel Plan that was held via a phone confer-
ence, so Judi highlighted some of the important points of it.  Sunlight road, MD #46, road goes through some 
private land and the owner is not interested in granting an easement.  The road is now gated and is a day use 
area only. Both the Elk Fork and Sweetwater roads will stay decommissioned.  Sweetwater’s road is in a bad place 
and water has washed it out in more than one section making it not usable.   

The North Zone of the SNF’s landscape does not lend itself to motorized travel plus 55% of it is classified wilder-
ness.  The final Travel Management Plan shows a transition away from an antiquated system to one based on a 
scientific approach plus making closures more consistent across the North Zone.  It was also noted that the Big 
Horns have an abundance of motorized trails as the terrain is more conducive to motorized use.                 

Activities:  Frank and team are in the process of organizing a ‘Tack Sale Swap’ meet tentatively on March 18th 
from noon to 6 pm and March 19th from 9am to 6pm.  They discussed prices for tables, food, volunteers needed 
and advertisement.  None of this is set in stone yet and suggestions are welcomed while keeping things simple.  
A discussion followed with the suggestion we check with 4-H & FFA to see if they would be interested in supply-
ing the food on Friday/Saturday or possibly asking for a food truck or two to be there on Saturday.       

Service:  Howard said that he turned in all the work hours and miles to the State chapter.  He has had a discus-
sion with the Big Horn staff and the Bucking Mule Falls pad for corrals is in place, so in the Spring we will be 
working on that project.  On the other hand, no work has been made on the Bald Mountain pad as of yet. 

On a positive note, a Game Warden (G&F) rode the loop from Libby Creek to Goff Creek and said it was “Great”! 

Education:  N/A 

Publicity/Newsletter:  Kathi reminded people that there is no December meeting and the next Newsletter will be 
in January. 

Social Media/Photo Gallery:  N/A 

Recruitment & Retention:  Carol said that Randi had made a sticker to go over outdated information on the old 
brochures and they had ‘stickered’ about a 100 of them. 

OLD BUSINESS:   
None brought up. 

NEW BUSINESS:   
Barry Reiswig summed up some of the more interesting discussions at the recent State meeting:   

* 4-H has become a part of the Montana BCH; * The National meeting was going to be held in Wyoming in 2023, 
but since it is the 50th year of BCHA which started in Montana, the meeting site has been changed to Montana. 
Wyoming has been rescheduled for the 2024 National meeting; * The State is going to issue 1 or 2 Dennis Dailey 
Awards per year to groups or individuals who do great things for trails.  The recipients will receive a wooden 
plaque saying what they did to receive the award.  The award is designated for BCH members, non-members, 
single, group, or a chapter award. 

Howard brought up the subject of club welders.  We have lost a handful of member welders and are now in a 
position to have to pay someone to weld for us.  Eldon has agreed to charge us $50 per hour (cheap).  After a 
brief discussion, Bruce F. made a motion to pay Eldon Sanders and any other welders we may need.  MSP 

Ron Ostrom urged us to write a letter to the Regional FS in Denver describing why Shoshone NF’s North Zone, 
needs to be receiving more money for Trail Cleaning. For the past two years SBCH has done the majority of the 
trail cleaning and clearing over 200 miles per season which is not sustainable!  Ron thinks this is a good time to 
push for more funds due to the Great American Outdoors Act and the new budget for 2022 should have more 
money for trails.  Barry noted that we are competing for funds with the western slope of Colorado as they have a 
lot more people to satisfy.   

Bruce  made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:20.  

MSP = Motion Seconded & Passed 



Treasurer’s Report by  Linda Putney 

Shoshone Back Country Horsemen 
Reconciliation Detail 

for Period 11/01/2021 – 12/31/2021 
--- For January 2022 Meeting --- 

 
Type  Cleared   #    Name    Memo                Amount          Balance 

First Bank of Wyoming accounts 

CHECKING ACCOUNT Beginning Reconciled Bank Balance 10/31/2021   $ 7,605.17 
Cleared Transactions 
Check   11/24/21   690    WYBCHA 2021 dues; 85 members * $23  -1,955.00 
Check   11/22/21   691    H. Sanders Meeting room rental       -50.00 
Check   11/22/21   692    K. Gimmeson Newsletter, postage, mtg supplies       -81.54 
    TOTAL Cleared Checks and Payments   2,086.54 
 

Deposit 11/02/21   Donations in memory of C. Sheets         75.00 
Deposit 11/23/21   Dues: 7; C.Sheets donations; 2 hats      615.00 
Deposit 12/22/21   Dues: 1                                                    40.00 
     TOTAL Cleared Deposits and Credits                                                           730.00 
   

CHECKING ACCOUNT Ending Reconciled Bank Balance 12/31/2021    $6,248.63 

Uncleared Transactions 
None       0.00 
     Net Uncleared Transactions          0.00 

CHECKING ACCOUNT Ending Checkbook Balance 12/31/2021     $6,248.63 * 
 

* Of this balance, $944.56 reserved for Youth; Donations in memory of Jim Hillberry $1,322;  Dale Olson $340; Charles Sheets $380 
 

MONEY MARKET (Commissioner’s Tag) Beginning Bank Balance 10/31/2021  $41,011.92 
Interest 11/30/21  November interest income 1.35 
Interest 12/31/21  December interest income    1.39 
 Net Cleared Transactions               2.74 

MONEY MARKET (Commissioner's Tag) Ending Bank Balance 12/31/2021  $41,014.66 
Uncleared Transactions 
None.            0.00  

MONEY MARKET (Commissioner's Tag) Ending Checkbook Balance 12/31/2021  $41,014.66 
 

12-MONTH CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT Beginning Balance 10/31/2021  $10,268.33 
Interest   Interest income-Annual                 13.09 

12-MONTH CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT Ending Balance 12/31/2021  $10,281.42 

“Train your mind to see the good in everything. Positivity is a choice.  
The happiness of your life depends on the quality of your thoughts.”   

~ Marcus Aurelius 

What Ships Will You Sail This Year? 
January, a time we often make New Year Resolutions… 

or “I’d like to” or “I should” thoughts.  
Put on an Attitude of Gratitude and set your sails for a great  

New Year and Riding Season by hopping aboard some “ships” to greater horizons. 
 

Horsemanship, Friendship, Fellowship, Partnership, Stewardship, Membership,  
Outdoorsmanship, Adventureship, Thoughtfulship, Mentorship, Kindship  



Service by Howard Sanders  
    

SBCH SERVICE REPORT 
JANUARY 2022 

I need to share a corrected 2021 year-end Volunteer Hours Service Report.  Due to a typo, I under reported 
the Stock Hauling miles and consequently the Total Dollar Equivalent Donation.  So, here is the corrected 
report:  

Total Basic work hours: 1,726  * Total Skilled work hours: 384  * Total Travel time: 536 hours  * Total Trail 
miles: 196  * Personal vehicle miles: 3,856  * Total Stock Hauling miles: 14,178 (Total travel miles: 18,034)  
* Total Power equipment hours: 323  * Total Heavy equipment hours: 53  *  Total Stock: 225  * Total 
Stock Days: 292  * Total donations: $7,303  * Total dollar equivalent: $138,662.   

This is $35,017 more than in 2020.  The increase in travel miles was primarily due to the number of trips we 
had to make to the same trails to get them cleaned up.  Great job! 

The North West Rod Burners had already started on the corral panels for the Bucking Mule Falls project 
when I checked on them before Christmas. 

Howard Sanders 
Service 

Activities by Frank Fagan                    Please Note Dates & Time!                     

I hope everyone has had a wonderful holiday season! As many of you know,  
I've been planning a Tack Sale/Swap Meet for quite some time.  

Here are the details: 

Date: March 4th (12-6 pm) & 5th (8-6 pm) at Homesteader Hall at the Park 
Co. Fairgrounds. Refreshments to be provided by a Youth Group Saturday. 

With a fully paid SBCH membership BEFORE the Tack Sale, you will get one 
30”x96” table. Additional tables are $10 each. 
Non-members will be charged $25 for the first table. 

I’m really going to encourage those that can, to share a table with another 
member, if possible.  I’m thinking we would be able to set up approximately 50 
tables. I’ll be doing a mock set up before hand. 

This should be a good recruiting opportunity for the club. This will be open to the public and new members. 
New folks will get the same pricing as current members as long as membership dues are paid by the start of the 
Tack Sale. 

Please let myself or Linda Putney know if you would like a reservation for a table. 

Frank Fagan @ 307-254-0012 or hanknfrank6013@gmail.com    Linda Putney @ shoshonebch@gmail.com 

    The North Crandall tie stanchion  
                 repairs are done!        
The Fagan family took advantage of mild November weather and went to the hills with their tractor.  Frank & Bre finished  
replacing the timber footings in the tie stanchions at N. Crandall.  Their mountain trip was made complete with a fresh cut 
Christmas tree that Danika & Bre dragged out.                      Photos by Bre & Frank Fagan 

mailto:hanknfrank6013@gmail.com
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/h/1r7p6ktrxum4w/?&cs=wh&v=b&to=shoshonebch@gmail.com


Education…                           Family Pack Trip     
By Marty Morris     

Our kids were growing up during the 1970’s and ‘80’s. We lived near Lovelock, in northern Nevada where 
I managed a large feedyard and cattle operation. Later we had our own ranch. Northern Nevada is high 
desert country. The summers are hot, the winters can get well below 0. I didn’t get much time off from my 
job but when I did, I enjoyed going on a pack trip into some high mountain country and spending a few 
days. This is a story about what was the first pack trip for our three kids. One thing about a pack trip in 
the mountains, is you hope and plan for the best, but you never know what is going to happen.  

If you have ever driven through eastern Nevada on I 80, the big mountain range south of the highway be-
tween Wells and Elko is the Rubies. The Ruby range generally runs north and south with several peaks 
above 11,000 feet. My plan for this trip was to go up Lamoille Canyon on the west side and then ride the 
Ruby Crest Trail south for about 3 days. A road crosses the range at Harrison Pass where we would meet 
our vehicle and trailer. This was in August of 1979.  

Our saddle horses were the good solid using kind. My wife, Suzy rode Reno who was 13 at the time. He 
was a well-seasoned ranch and mountain horse that I started when he was 3. By this time, I may have 
worked 100,000 head of cattle on him and no telling how many I had roped and doctored outside and 
calves that were roped and branded using him. Our daughter, Marjorie was 9, the oldest son, Kesler 7 and 
the youngest son Matt 3. Marjorie was left multi handicapped from a malignant brain tumor she had 
when she was 5. She liked horses and they took good care of her. Kesler rode well for his age. Matt rode 
in front of my wife, sitting on a pillow. I rode a young gelding that was gentle and coming good.  

We borrowed a couple of pack horses from a long-time friend, Mac who managed a ranch close by. 
Those horses worked out well for us.  

We packed up at the trailhead and started up the mountain. The trail was good. We camped at a small 
lake the first night. The weather was perfect, and there was plenty of horse feed. We had not seen anyone 
since leaving the trail head. The next morning, we rode up to the main ridge of the range. We were on top 
before noon and started south. There wasn’t much of a distinct trail, but the top of the ridge was round-
ed, and hog backed which made traveling fairly easy.  

About the time we got to the top, thunder clouds were forming along the higher parts of the range. 
Looking off the mountain you could see there was sunshine in the valleys on both the east and west sides. 
However, it looked like we might get some stormy weather in the high country. It wasn’t long before it 
began to rain, and the wind picked up, gusting hard at times. Thunder was rumbling and lightning was 
getting closer. We put on our rain gear and kept riding. I was hoping that this would just be a summer 
shower which would be over before long and the sun would return. However, the storm increased in in-
tensity the lighting started popping closer and the wind gusts were becoming stronger.  

The top of the ridge was mostly rocky and bare where we were. There were some patches of aspen and 
black timber below in some of the canyons on either side. We found some scrub weather-beaten trees 
that were close to the top, tied the horses to them and ate lunch in the rain. The storm was showing no 
sign of letting up and I was starting to think of a plan B. The lighting was close and becoming dangerous. 
We were all getting chilled and wet. However, the kids were not complaining.  

After lunch and a short break, we continued to follow the main ridge south, still hoping the storm would 
let up. About this time a helicopter came by flying north. It was hugging the east side of the main ridge 
just below the crest to keep out of the high wind gusts that were coming from the west side. When the 
pilot saw us, he climbed up to check us out. I waved him off signaling that we were okay for now. The hel-
icopter was getting bounced around quite a bit by the wind.  

It was not much longer before I decided that we had better find a place to get off the top of the ridge. 
The lightning and intensity of the storm had me worried and was showing no sign of letting up. I thought 
that we would be exposed too long to be safe from lighting if we turned back and dropped down the way 
we came up, so I started looking for another way off the ridge through one of the drainages to the west. 
If we could do that, we would be off the main ridge quicker. This was all new country to me, so I looked 
the lay of the canyons over and made my best guess as to how to drop off the ridge. There were no trails, 
just broken rock, cliffs and some low brush. There was no obvious choice for a route. I chose a larger can-
yon that looked hopeful from where we were and we started slowly downward, picking our way through 
the rocks. It was slow going because of the steepness and rocky footing. The cold wind and rain were 
pounding us. There was no way of telling where we would end up, but it was worth a try to get off the 
ridge.  

When you are guessing the lay of high country in a stressed situation like this, you never know what 
you are going to run into below, how far you will be able to get with a horse or how much bush-
whacking will be needed. I thought that if we got rimmed in, we would make camp as best we could 
and plan from there.                  (Continued on page 6) 



Family Pack Trip  (continued)  
As we went further down, the drainage became narrower. There was sharp bend to the left below that 
had me concerned because I could not tell what lay beyond that. It was still rocky, but easer going and 
not as steep as it was higher on the ridge. The brush was getting a little taller as we dropped lower and 
there was a little more soil on the ground instead of just rocks. When we got to where the canyon turned, 
it began to narrow but we were able to work our way through it horseback. We could see some scattered 
aspen and scrub trees not far below.  

The going was easier the further we went, and the air was warmer. We got below the rain, gusting wind 
and lightening, but all of us were wet and chilled. There were now some places where we could throw 
down for the night if we needed to. Some scant game trails begin to show themselves and we followed 
some of the better ones that would take us lower. The game trails became larger and were better used 
the further down we went. We crossed from one side of the drainage to the other several times to get 
around cliffs and rockslides. The canyon had twists and turns so you weren’t able to tell what was very far 
ahead. Traveling became easier and less steep as we dropped elevation and it was warmer. I was hoping 
for the best below us because we were now low enough that I didn’t want to have to backtrack up to the 
top.  

Eventually a trickle of a creek began running, and some black timber was growing. It wasn’t long before 
an old trail became apparent in the black timber. It looked like it might have been an old skid trail for 
logs. The trail got better the further down we went. We no longer needed to crisscross the canyon for 
safe traveling. The creek was small but was slowly getting larger. The trail eventually became so good 
that a person could have driven a small 4-wheel drive rig on it. Within a mile or so there was a closed 
barbed wire gate across it. Not long after riding through the gate, we could see the back of a ranch, cor-
rals and barn. I had no idea where we were or who owned the place. They might even tell us to go back 
the way we came. I think it took us about 3 hours to get this far from the top of the ridge.  

There was a cowboy looking man a few years younger than me working on the corrals. It took a while be-
fore he saw us. When he did, he was surprised to see us. A wet rag tag looking family. We introduced 
ourselves and I explained our situation and asked to use a phone to call Mac for a ride. 

It turned out that this was the old Carpenter Ranch. John Carpenter was a state politician from Elko 
County. His family had owned this ranch for a long time. The cowboy looking fellow I had just met, Joe 
Marvel, had leased the place. I knew Joe’s father and uncle. They owned the 25 Ranch near Battle Moun-
tain, Nevada. The Marvels raised a lot of horses and raised them in big outside country. The 25 is the 
ranch where Tom Dorrance and Ray Hunt spent a lot of time working with young horses in those days. It 
is a 530,000-acre ranch that has been in the Marvel family since 1867.  

Joe Marvel had won the saddle bronc riding at the National Finals Rodeo in his rookie year, 1974 and 
won the World Championship in 1978 the year before this story. He stopped rodeoing because he didn’t 
like the traveling lifestyle. He is in the NFR Hall of Fame. We had attended the NFR in Oklahoma City in 
1975 and watched him ride.  

Suzy and the kids went to the house. I tied our horses up and visited with Joe until Mac and his wife 
came with horse trailers.  

The west side of the Rubies used to be all Western Shoshone country. They have a settlement there 
called Lee. Those in Lee are almost all pure Western Shoshone, they are the Te-Moak Tribe. Some do not 
like outsiders. I have met a few of them and have a pair of buckskin gloves that one made over 40 years 
ago. I did not know this at the time, but the canyon we went down was considered a special place by the 
Te-Moak Indians. In the old days they used it for vision quests and to access the higher country in the 
Rubies. I never have learned the name of the canyon.  

Mac in this story is Mac Hedges. He wrote the books “Last Buckaroo” and the “Shadow of the Wind”. 
Both are available at the Custom Cowboy Shop in Cody. He told me some of the Te-Moak history. He had 
known several of the older members of the tribe.  

This family pack trip didn’t end like we had planned, but we weren’t any worse for wear and did have a 
good time. The decision to get off the mountain was the right one at the time and doing that safely with 
our young kids was a challenge. The rain and thunderstorms continued in the higher country for several 
days after our trip.  

Our family made several summer pack trips in various places while the kids were growing up and the 
boys still talk about them. Our daughter loved going, the horses and mountains. She passed away in 
1998. Suzy and I packed into another location in the Rubies a few years after this trip. The weather was 
perfect, and we had enough time to catch some fish. 

“The rider will have no joy if his horse does not enjoy his work.”   ~ Anonymous 



When your dues are paid, it is noted on your newsletter mailing label after your name           
(PD 2022).  If you receive the newsletter via email, you can write to:                                                   

shoshonebch@gmail.com  to check if your membership is current. 

Shoshone Back Country Horsemen Membership  
Membership is $40 per year 

Name (print) _______________________________________________________________ 

Mailing address  ____________________________________________________________ 

                     ____________________________________________________________ 

e-mail address  _____________________________________________________________ 

Phone number(s)  ___________________________________________________________ 

How would you like to receive the newsletter?  by mail ________  -or-  by e-mail  ________ 
Mail completed form with your check to: SBCH, P.O. Box 465, Powell WY 82435 

Don’t miss out on news, activities, events,  
great camaraderie and opportunities for  
community service. Ride new trails or old  

favorites in great company.  Enjoy all that and 
a great Christmas party for only $40 a year!  

2022 SBCH Dues are Due in February!  
If you would like to renew or join, membership forms are below, or check out the website  

(shoshonebch.org) and pull down Contact Us on the Info button. Please mail the completed 
form with your check to: SBCH, P.O. Box 465, Powell WY 82435. Or, simply come to the next 

meeting to renew in person! To ensure continuous coverage of the newsletter and important 
SBCH announcements, be sure to update your address or email address! 

      He also provided more photos of  
      one of the Goff Creek crews and some big logs they cut out by hand.     
        Good job, everyone! 

Howard shared a photo of one of 3 
good sized logs he cleared from the 
Clocktower trail in December. 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/h/1r7p6ktrxum4w/?&cs=wh&v=b&to=shoshonebch@gmail.com
https://www.shoshonebch.org/


PO  Box 465                               

Powell, WY 82435                   

shoshonebch@gmail.com  

NEXT MEETING: 

January 20, 2022 

at the Park County Weed & Pest Bldg. 
off  Hwy 14A at 1067 Road 13, Powell, WY  

Potluck Dinner at 6:00 with the  
Meeting to follow at 7:00.   

 

“Don’t count the years in your life, count the life in your years.”  
~ Anonymous 


